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What’s our mission?

Create a culture of repairing and reusing 
the city’s older buildings

Through education, public awareness 
& granting programs



VHF Programs
Education / Public Awareness

• Old School Certificate Program
• Heritage House Tour
• Mid-Century Modern Tour
• Vancouver Special Tour
• Summer Walking Tours
• Public Lectures
• Map Guides
• Green Guide to Heritage
• Get out of Town
• Information Service for people undertaking 

projects

Granting

•True Colours
•Restore It!
•Conservation Plans



Every program 
endeavors to have a 
green component

The VHF 
organization models 
sustainability

Our green philosophy



VHF Programs embrace the sustainability message by:
• Introducing tips on energy efficiencies at open house tours

• Using Old School, the VHF continuing education program, to stress the 
shared values between heritage & sustainability

• Discussing minimal intervention and the contribution of heritage buildings to 
sustainable communities when fielding VHF office inquiries 

• Expanding the notion of what the public perceive as heritage buildings by 
including tours of Vancouver Specials and Mid-Century Modern houses

• By encouraging program participants to ‘Go Green’ by giving rebates for 
cyclists and public transit users.

• Researching and writing New Life Old Buildings:  Your Green Guide to 
Heritage Conservation, in consultation with Recollective, a green consulting 
company, aimed at informing related professionals and small building 
owners on the nexus between heritage buildings and sustainability. Thus 
giving them specific tips on how to meet both their conservation and 
sustainability goals.



Our partners:



Contents

• Overview Essay on the Cultural, Environmental and 
Economic connections between heritage conservation 
and sustainability 

• Four case studies of green residential and small 
commercial rehabilitation projects demonstrating minimal 
intervention

• Tips & Tools for greening heritage buildings using 
minimal intervention as a guiding principal

• Reading List



Sample Pages from New Life Old Buildings







Distributing New Life Old Buildings:
The message is only as strong as the ability to get it out

• Printing limited copies and encouraging access to the 
publication on line

• Making copies available at: 
Vancouver Public Library, 
Partner organizations such as the Downtown Vancouver 

Association, Tourism Vancouver, Vancouver City Hall 
and the Province’s Heritage Branch  

Old School lectures and workshops
Web version at www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org



Thank you!
Please visit us at 

vancouverheritagefoundation.org 
for more information
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