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Why are wooden crib grain elevators important 
architecture within Saskatchewan’s evolving culture, 

and how can they be adapted for future use? 
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LIVING HERITAGE as developed by Sandra Massey with Heritage Saskatchewan, 2014 



RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS LIVING HERITAGE 

1.  Recognize the value of people, places and events in the past 
 
2.  Identify their importance in the present day  

3.  Negotiate their opportunities and assets for the future 



RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS PROVINCIAL HISTORY 



On a large scale, grain elevators are a product of the co-operative 
agricultural economy and national rail network that shaped the 
Province of Saskatchewan and Canada as a Nation. 

On a small scale, the elevators are an architecture that has 
evolved from functionality to monumentality, deeply rooted in the 
identities of prairie communities and their people. + 

- 
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TABLE 1: Mapping of Instrumental Values and Personal and 
Collective Sentiments of Wooden Grain Elevators

Perspective INSTRUMENTAL VALUES (PERSONAL + COLLECTIVE) SENTIMENTS

Past Present Past Present

Farmeri Economic Purpose Sense of Financial Security

Gathering Place Sense of Community Sense of Loss - Abandonment

Place Marker Monumentality Sense of Identity and Belonging Sense of Sadness of a Bygone 
Era

Elevator Operatorii Economic Purpose Sense of Financial Security

Place of Employment Place Marker Sense of Familiarity and 
Identity

Sense of Familiarity and Pride

Hazardous Environment Sense of Fear

Industrialization Useless Structure Sense of Accomplishment/ 
Progress

Sense of Annoyance at Dated 
Technology

Gathering Place Sense of Community

Town’s Personiii Economic Purpose Sense of Prosperity

Place Marker Monumentality Sense of Identity and Belonging Sense of Belonging and Pride

Commonplace Indifference

Gathering Place Sense of Community Sense of Loss - Abandonment

Economic Purpose Sense of Hope for Financial 
Security

Aboriginal Peoplesiv Symbol of Colonialism Sense of Oppression and 
Inequity

Monumentality Sense of Sadness of a Bygone 
Era

Passer-by/Touristv Iconic Form Sense of Excitement

Place Marker Sense of Location and Distance

Hazardous Environment Hazardous Envi-
ronment

Sense of Fear Sense of Fear

Friends/ Family of 
Individuals who 
Died in an Elevatorvi

Grave Site Grave Site Sense of Grief Sense of Grief

i  Formulated based on archival 
research using Indian Head 

and District History book and 
grain elevator publications at 
the Saskatchewan Legislative 

Library

ii  Formulated based on 
interviews with Robert Sepke, 

Brad Kinchen

iii  Formulated based on 
interviews with Tara-Leigh 

Heslip, Linda Kort, Brad 
Kinchen, Bruce Neill and 

numerous publications

iv  Formulated based on 
personal correspondence with 
Dr. Shauneen Pete, and Tara-

Leigh Heslip from Indian Head

v  Formulated based on interviews 
with Kyle Franz, Bruce Neill

vi  Formulated based on 
interviews with Brad Kinchen, 
and Gone but not Forgotten by 

Elizabeth McLauchlin



SASKATCHEWAN LIVING HERITAGE REGION 
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RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS INDIAN HEAD 



RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS INDIAN HEAD 





RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS ADAPTIVE REUSE 



RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS ADAPTIVE REUSE 
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1. Open community space with 

perforated steel floor

2. Information centre (tourists)

3. Community kitchen

4. Double entry glass elevator

5. Stairs ascending to communitty space

6. Wooden deck leading from drive shed 

to community kitchen
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RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS ADAPTIVE REUSE 



NEW LAYERS

- EXTERIOR - 
1. WOODEN SIDING
2. BUILDING PAPER
3. SHEATHING
4. BATT INSULATION 
5. 2X4 STUDS
6. 2X6 AND 2X6 
CRIBBED STRUCTURE

- INTERIOR - 

EXISTING LAYERS 

RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS BUILDING ENVELOPE AND WINDOW DESIGN 



RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS ADAPTIVE REUSE 













www.apiwowar.com 


