LIVING HERITAGE: RE-IMAGINING WOODEN
CRIB GRAIN ELEVATORS ON THE PRAIRIES

ALI PIWOWAR




Why are wooden crib grain elevators important
architecture within Saskatchewan’s evolving culture,
and how can they be adapted for future use?




RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS LIVING HERITAGE

- N
// \\
CHANGE ,/ \\ IDENTITY

/ \

/ \
I TANGIBLE + INTANGIBLE 1
MEMORY : CULTURAL HERITAGE |
I

\ !

\ /

\ /

NARRATIVE VALUE

\ /
\Living Heritage o

LIVING HERITAGE as developed by Sandra Massey with Heritage Saskatchewan, 2014



RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS LIVING HERITAGE

/ \
I TANGIBLE + INTANGIBLE 1
| CULTURAL HERITAGE I
1 I
\ !

\a‘m% Henitage o

1. Recognize the value of people, places and events in the past
2. ldentify their importance in the present day

3. Negotiate their opportunities and assets for the future



RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS PROVINCIAL HISTORY

[ 1 BAR = 500 ELEVATORS ]

WOODEN CRIB GRAIN ELEVATOR CONCRETE GRAIN TERMINAL STEEL GRAIN SILO
Average Bushel Capacity = 25,000 Average Bushel Capacity = 80,000 to 100,000 Average Bushel Capacity = 50,000 to 100,000
- Heavy timber structure with wood panel cribbing - Reinforced concrete is cast into framework - Prefabricated galvanized steel panels are assembled by a
- Constructed by 10 - 12 men crews - Constructed with crews of 40+ and the use of a crane small crew
1 elevator / 15 mile radius 1 elevator / 13 mile radius

1 elevator /9 mile radius




+

On a large scale, grain elevators are a product of the co-operative
agricultural economy and national rail network that shaped the
Province of Saskatchewan and Canada as a Nation.

On a small scale the elevators are an archltecture that has.
evolved from functionality to monumentality, deeply rooted in the
identities of prairie communities and their people.
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Sense of Sadness of a Bygone
Era
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Economic Purpose
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Sense of Familiarity and
Identity

Sense of Familiarity and Pride

Hazardous Environment

Sense of Fear

Industrialization Useless Structure Sense of Accomplishment/ Sense of Annoyance at Dated
Progress Technology
Gathering Place Sense of Community
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Economic Purpose
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Place Marker Monumentality Sense of Identity and Belonging | Sense of Belonging and Pride
Commonplace Indifference
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Individuals who
Died in an Elevator"
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RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS INDIAN HEAD
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RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS

2014 Aerial photograph

of Indian Head, SK
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RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS
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RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS ADAPTIVE REUSE
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RE-IMAGINING GRAIN ELEVATORS BUILDING ENVELOPE AND WINDOW DESIGN

NEW LAYERS ol

- EXTERIOR -
1. WOODEN SIDING
2. BULDING PAPER
3. SHEATHING
4. BATT INSULATION
5. 2xX4 STUDS
6. 2X6 AND 2X6
CRIBBED STRUCTURE
- INTERIOR -

PERSPECTIVES OF SKY

PERSPECTIVES OF LAND

EAST ELEVATION 1:100

EXISTING LAYERS
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www.apiwowar.com



